3/31/95 


Letters to the editor 
The Washington Post 
1150 15 St. # MW 
Washington, DC 20071 

According to the Post of u arch 51 , Castro is a more dependable source o £1 the 

assassination of President Kennedy than the Warren Commission* 

<.■ 

Or the Army's Aberdeen Proving Grounds* 

Or the National Rifle Associ&tiom. 

Or the commandant of the Narine Corps. 

Or the FBI. 

Or even me! 

Citing an FBI record it was careful^ not to give the Warren Cdmmission reporting 

information from a source the FBI keeps secret although he was disclosed years”^“ago / 

piie JEJest says that neither Castro no# the Cuban sliarps^ooters he assembled for his testing 

could duplicate the shooting officially attributed to Lee Harvey Oswald* 

But tke Post did not publish the results of our official tests done for the Commis- 
T 

sion when brought them to light first in the manuscript of my Whitewash sThe Report 
Lb-fat 

on the Warren Commission which the Post had- for two months during the summer of 1965; 
then in the limited edition of that book, which x published that August; and then in 
the printing for general distribution the first of several copies of which I gave the 
Post 7,1966. 

Citing the toffici^il evidence the Post had in the Commission's 26 volumes of appendiE 
~£ then wrote what since has not been contthdicted to me, that the best shots in the country, 
all rated as masters, "were not al>le to^J.uplicate n tot blie shooting attributed to Oswald, 
(page 26) I also reprodqGed in facsimile the official Marines evaluation of Oswald as 
"a rather poor ' shit ' • " (Page JO) 

I go into this in much greater detail amplified by little know# unknown and by 

, id *h> 

previously suppressed official evidence in my NEVER AGAIN! wliich ©t-fee be published in 
about a month* 

What i3 not in this Post story that I hard on radio* news is that the Fgl says 
it does not agree with ^astroo, This expi’essed FBI belief does not come from any JrBI effort 


b 


2 


to duplicate the shooting it also attributed to Oswald for it made none* I sued it under 
FOIA for the results of its testfoigr^^Tbespite its pretenses, it did not make any 
efforj/at all to see if its host shots could do what it said Oswald dido 

When Castro, who is not regarded as the most dependable of sources, says that the 
shooting attributed to Oswald is impossible, tliat is newsworthy* *" 

When the VJarren Commission said the exact opposite of what its own evidence 
proves that was and is not news?/iiiat the Presidential Comiuission £ied to the people 


and then published the results of those boat of possible tests made for it was not 
news when I brought it to light in 196^4nd it has not been news since then* 

After more than three decades is it not past time for the major media to start 
reporting the official fact of the assassination? 



Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 

Frederick, MD 21702 . r / 


Apologies for my typing# It cannot be any better* 

For the Post's information and in thei^fjiope that belatedly it will stjfat treating 
the assassination and itf investigations as ordinarily it yjpld any otlier story, I add for 
your information a fuller explanation, including of the Post's record* 

Cejhrles "Mac" Mathias was a neighbor and a friend when he read the Whitewash manu- 
sctipt* iJ e gave it to ^1 Friendly* Friendly gave mt to Larry St 6m to read* Wheii 1 asked 
for it3 return Stem hatTfthia marker on page 47 of the triple-ppaced roaniscript* 

After more tfi~a n 100 international rejections of the book, without a single adverse 
editorial comment, I decked to publish it myself. I then took to Friendly the only and 
entirely inadequate two slight mentions of the assassination shooting in the FBI's 
five-volume report ordered of it the night of the assassination by LBJ* In all five volumes 
the FBI does nojeccount for all the shooting* It does not even give the cause of death! 
Friendly took it and me into ^en ^radlee's office then next to his, before thf new 


building way bailt# They v/ere interested# Either then or close to then 1 gave them a 


copy of the book# Theirs signed it to Dan Kurzman# Several days later he told me he was 
much impressed# lie suggested I stop back again in& a few days# He then told me that he 
and tarry Stern v/ere to question Hov/ard Wmens, who had been loaned to the Commission 
by the Criminal division# (As only recently I learned he was to be Deputy Attonyiey 

1>W* ' 

Gea ral^^’eyes and eaa^' on the Commission, in which he was third on its d staff • )Kurz- 


,ge of them. When I returned after they returned Stem Went in to see Bradley and 


man asked me to write out some questions they could ask V/niens# I gave him q ]$ ingle 

$ 

Kui^man^bold me 'Mj^Ybu are in! H^ could not give us a satisfactory answer to a single 
question# M 

Then kurzman left the Post and Dick irwood took the story over# 
v/heu it v/as the major story ity the May 21 issue it ybarely mentioned Whitewash, 
did not mention what X cite above from it, and went big for the y^oming Inquest by 
Edward Jay Epstein. 

Epstein* s small book, based on his master*^ thesis, v/as seriously flawed on fact 
and was politically angled from the right# He fi^use^ Ms^riLticism on Warren and speaks 
only highly of the FBI# 

I*d also given a copy of the book to the Post’s then reviewer# As X remember lds^f 
name, perhaps incorrectly, it was Goeffrey Schmidt# He also had a high opinion of that 
book# O'hich, by the way* remains tl^e basic book in the field.) He wrote a favorable rev- 
iew and as both he and Ms secretary told me, it was killed on the ground that he v/as 
„ ( 

not in aj petition to evaluate 4>t or the evidence in it. Every bit of wMch is cited to 
its official source# Aid in 50$£ years not a single person of whom I am critical in it 
or in my later books has written or phoned to complfiih about unfair of unf actual referene 
to Mwself# 

The late Senator Richard Jj # Russell, a member of the Commission, also had a high 

opinion of it two years later# He encouraged me and my work until Ms dying day# But 

o 

that is another story# If you’d like an account of it that is too long f or ,the gost, 
about 45 pages, I 11 be glad to send it# Bussell and another Member, John Sherman 


4 


^ooper, v/ere inflexible in their refusal to agree with the basis of the ^eport^, Arlen 

Specter's single-bullet theory* 'fids no longer rests on Russell's word to me* I have 

. r&ll 


the recofds from the archive the^. left* 

X n j^iiy more recent writing I've drawn on the knowledge obtained from about a 
third of a million once-Y/itliheld pages I got from a dozen or more FOIA law spits* In one 
of then in supposed defense of i^y attribution of perjury to the FBI, its defense actually 
accpted by the judge^was that I could make such allegations ad infinitum because Inflow 
more about the assassination and its investigations tlian anyone working fof the FBI! 
x n your story there is a bit of baloney, that the KGB wa3 going to cpve us all 
it<£ Oswald records* If that had been done there could have boon no public U3e of them* 

That is done on the of ficial , diplomatic level* And the CIA saw to it tliat notliing, like 
that would happen* 1 hope this is considered for a story. I am not #oy / able to search 
my records most, of which are in our basement and I cannot safely use stairs 0 I do not 


know whether Aime Eisele, if she is J 4leI with the Post, went over that particular file 
when she Y/as here researching the 30th ahniversary series Gardner and Pincus wrote* 

V/hat happened is this ; The CIA prepared an outrageous series of demands to be made 
of the USSR, all phrased in on accusatory manner* The State department counselled agairrfe 
using them* I believe but do not know that the decision not to ask the USSR for all 
its~erc recox’ds v/asto avgdd cqj:lict with the CIA* 3 0 , all of them vrore not asked for, 
and most were not obtained* The USSR could not offend our government, as what : those 
records reflect would* As ^ published in Post Mortem in 1975; /3/fc be/.iev^Oswald was 
an Smcrican "sleeper" agent or "agent in place" a#d knew tliat he was anti-Soviet even 
Y/ithin the USSR. He was in fact strongly anti U.S. Communist, too, as I also brought to 
light in Whitewash* 

The records I report above liave been disclosed* *** have no recollection of them being 
used Hi any nevjs story. 

Tiaiere is much disclosed and eiitirgl]) unreported official evidence* In NEVER AGAIN! 

I liave dome of what Y;as supprressed for 30 years tliat proves the official solution was 
not and was knoY/n not to be any solution at all* If when it appears any of them interest 
the Post it is vielcome to copies of them/ 
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